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am excited by the power of 
story all over again as I 
watch the changes story 
brings.  I have traditionally 
told stories to adults more 
than children but this year 
find myself responding to 
requests to tell in schools 
and Early Childhood Cen-
tres as well.   Alice Robert-
son (author of So You Want 

To Be A Storyteller) and I 
have been working as 
‘Gaye’n Alice’ and as well 
as telling we have run a 
number of storytelling work-
shops for Early Education 
Educators. 
 

I am an avid reader and a 
weaver – right now I have a 
warp screaming to me from 
my downstairs bedroom, it 

wants to be turned into a 
floor rug.   Time…where 
are you when I want you?  I 
think that’s all, if you want 
to know more about me try 
www.storyweaver.co.nz or 
search for me on Facebook 
and we could have a chat. 
 

I look forward to serving 
you to the best of my ability 
this year.  Gaye 

Gaye Sutton, Chairperson role …….continued from page 3 
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By now you will have 
heard that I have agreed 
to act as Chairperson for 
the Guild in order to fill the 
shoes left by Liz Miller’s 
resignation.  I don’t want 
to seem rude about the 
size of Liz’s feet but they 
are very big shoes to fill.  
I’ve always been grateful 
to the committee for their 
dedication to the task of 
keeping us all informed 
about each other’s doings.’   
We are such a disparate 
group spread around 
these two long islands we 
inhabit. It seems to me 
that The Storyline is the 
main link we have and I 
always look forward to 
reading mine when it ar-
rives to see what everyone 
else is doing and other  
delights from Kay. 
 
You probably noticed that 
in the new committee 
structure the Chairper-
son’s role has changed to 
one of coordination.  I am 
looking forward to playing 
a part in the development 
of the Guild & hope that 
you will approach me if 
you have ideas and inspi-
rations that seem to fall 
outside any of the speci-
fied roles that you would 
like to put forward or if you 
have suggestions for me 
in my role. 
 
Over the years I’ve be-
longed, the Guild has  

provided me with a net-
work of interesting and ex-
citing tellers who share  
similar experiences – the 
thrills & spills of perpetuat-
ing, performing and pro-
moting this oral art we 
love.  I’ve enjoyed the 
generosity of those tellers 
who have been prepared 
to travel & tell in the Café 
we hold sporadically in our 
small towns in the Waira-
rapa & provided accom-
modation & support where 
I could for tellers travelling 
through this way.   
 
Sometimes I’ve travelled 
to overseas festivals with 
other Guild members and 
I’ve taken my turn telling at 
other people’s Cafes when 
requested.  Now, of 
course, I am pondering 
whether my needs are the 
same as other storytell-
ers? Do you have different 
needs?   
 
 I’m upset about the loss 
of Glistening Waters this 
year and wondering what 
will happen if it never re-
turns?  What will this 
mean for Guild Members, 
the direction of the Guild?  
Even if Glistening Waters 
does return in 2012 should 
the Guild have a stronger 
role in its organisation?  
Would this be possible and 
how might it happen?  I’d 
love to hear from anyone 
with similar ponderings. 
 

I notice that other Commit-
tee Members gave a wee 
profile about themselves in 
the last Storylines, so here 
I am: 
 
I live on a small organic 
farm under the Tararua 
mountains about halfway 
between Masterton and 
Carterton with my hus-
band. We have two grown-
up children, who have 
brought two other delight-
ful adults into our family.  
We now have four grand-
children & are the most 
besotted grandparents. 
 
We grow olives and keep 
some cattle and Boer 
Goats, free-range hens. I 
tell stories & run work-
shops for adults and chil-
dren who want to be story-
tellers.  I am particularly 
interested in the transfor-
mative power of stories 
and have told them as part 
of my work as a counsel-
lor/therapist for many 
years.  This year I am 
working at an Addiction 
Centre for two mornings a 
week as a storyteller and 
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The New Zealand network in support of Travelling Storytellers is delighted to have ad-
vance notice of a US teller, Rebecca Hom, rebhom@reachone.com  planning to be in NZ 
during Sep/Oct 2011. Rebecca writes: “ My son (age 25) is a big rugby enthusiast and in-
sists that his father and I join him for the world cup games.  Plus he enjoyed living in 
Dunedin for six months during his college days and wants to share the beauty of the coun-
try with us.  It was not difficult to convince us to join in this travel. It would be grand to 
have the opportunity to meet and share stories with other tellers while I am in NZ.  With a 
year's time to work on it, maybe we can make something happen.” 
 
Other Travelling Tellers and those willing to host Travelling Storytellers are reminded to 
forward their details to Linda at lindastrainingplace@gmail.com.  
 
Janet Hayes, known to many through Glistening Waters Festivals, has started the host list 
with her offer: 
“Doug and I are happy to host storytellers that are travelling throughout the country and 
maybe able to arrange a storytelling session for them in Masterton - we live just 8km out 
of the town.   
Our address is   D & J Hayes   652B Te Whiti Road, Masterton Ph 06 3771497.” 
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Gaye Sutton hosts UK teller…..cont from page 4 
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In March, tellers  from North 
& South descended on 
Grumpy’s Holiday Retreat 
near Geraldine. What a fabu-
lous venue for a gathering of 
folk for whatever reason.   
 

Brilliant clean facilities and 
a very amiable host. Those 
staying overnight stashed  
their gear then mingled with 
intent.  The large dining 
room/kitchen was claimed as 
a telling venue, Food  came 
first — then…STORYTIME   
 

Comfortably seated around 
tables, 30 enthralled listeners  
were treated to a variety  of 
story.  Humour, History 
Drama, and Music  Without 

exception, all had prepared 
well, and told accordingly.   
    

Then, apart from the small, 
but amazing food prepara-
tion band,  all attended Mar-
garet Copland’s  work-shop, 
‘Creating a Character’ . All  
gained an insight into Mar-
garet’s expertise in this area.   
 

The evening telling session  
attracted some others staying 
at Grumpyss who came in to 
do their dishes and never 
left.  Another brilliant mix of 
voices and styles  
before some reluctantly 
headed for home.   
 

What else to do? A sing- 
song of course. The  harmo-
nies were out of this world 
(maybe  out of tune, maybe 
out of time, but nobody 
cared) 
 

 Sunday morning and recov-
ery mode. Casual breakfast/
casual conversation/ casual 
walk around. Before lunch 
and home time.  
  

 Timaru Storytellers thank 
each and everyone for their 
attendance, their stories and 
their fantastic attitude which  
made this a very pleasant, 
learning event.  To hear so 
many was a real treat.   
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What a treat for storytellers and storytelling to have Anna devote an entire day to  
encouraging & enlightening us as to how we can develop our own storytelling style.   
 
Skilfully,  Anna  drew out from  her workshop participants their hopes and dreams, 
their various needs, their ideas and aspirations.  She then proceeded to teach us 
techniques to accomplish our objectives.  Some wanted to know how to draw out 
other peoples’ stories.  Some wanted help with telling our cultural and historical  
stories.  Others wanted help with developing the characters in their stories.  Some 
wanted help on how to keep children focussed and attentive.  Help with using props 
was common to us all.  Such a diverse range of needs were not a problem for Anna.  
She aimed her coaching to each and everyone of us—demonstrating techniques to 
use to overcome any  difficulty.  
 
We learnt how to adapt stories for different needs……whether for adults or children.  
How to captivate and keep children’s attention – using props, drama, simple puppets 
and musical instruments (we were entranced by her ocarina, her rain-stick and her 
thunder-provider).  How to direct our energy, our breath, our natural rhythm. We also 
gained more insight into the power of the pause! 
 
We all have stories to tell and Anna taught us how to craft these stories into great 
tales.  Cleverly, she guided us through the process of choosing, learning & telling a 
good story. We were keen to practise our new-found skills. The resultant imaginative 
and adventurous stories that emerged were phenomenal.  One teller found a forgot-
ten forest.  Another visualised two powerful characters meeting in a country pub.   
 

Anna was inspirational! 
 

We all gained in confidence and “found our story-telling voice”. 
 

Thank you so much, Anna.  
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Once, a long, long time ago, there lived 
a king.  More than anything else in the 
whole wide world, this king loved to  
listen to stories.  He listened to stories 
while he ate his meals, he listened to 
stories while he conducted state  
business, he listened to stories while  
he rested and, each night, he insisted  
on hearing a story as he fell asleep.   
(Of course, that story always had to be 
repeated the next morning at breakfast 
since the king missed the ending.) 
One day the king had an idea and so he 
issued a royal proclamation.  It read: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In tiny print at the bottom  
of the proclamation it said: 

 

Failure to do so will result  
in immediate imprisonment. 

 

Storytellers came from far and wide  
trying to win the gold. They bowed low 
before the king and would say, "Once 
upon a time...", or "Long, long ago...",  
or "Long ago, when the world was new 
and the mists of heaven still covered the 
earth..." But before the king said a word, 
the storyteller would always say, "The 
End," or "That's the way it was," or "They 
all lived happily ever after" and so, they 
would find themselves in the deepest,  
darkest depths of the imperial dungeons. 
 

One day, up to the castle came an old 
man. He rapped on the castle doors.  
The guard answered. 
 

"What do you want, old man?" asked the 
guard. 
 

"Oh, please, sir," said the old man, "I 
wish to tell the king a story." 
 

"Go away," said the guard. "Don't you 
know that others have tried and failed?" 
 

"But I shan't fail," retorted the storyteller. 
 

"You will end up as did they. In the 
depths of the king's dungeon." 
 

"But I want to win the two bags of gold." 
 

Finally, the guard gave in and ushered 
the old man into the throne room. There 
the old man bowed low before the king 
and began his story. 
 
"Once, your majesty, there lived a farmer 
and at harvest time he gathered all of his 
wheat and placed it into the huge silo 
that stood behind his barn.  But what the 
farmer didn't know, your majesty, was 
that in the side of the silo was a tiny hole 
just large enough for a single ant to pass 
through with a grain of wheat on his 
back. 
 

"That night, an ant left his colony.  He 
crossed the yard, climbed the silo, 
passed through the hole and took a  
grain of wheat.  Then, reversing his path, 
he returned to his colony. 
 

"Well, on the second night a second ant 
took a second grain of wheat. 

����7����3���#����������������7����3���#����������������7����3���#����������������7����3���#������������� ���
��

��������������	���	���
����	�������������	��������� ���	�����������������������������
����	
���

 

BE IT KNOWN THAT I, YOUR KING,  
WILL GIVE TWO BAGS OF GOLD 
TO ANYONE WHO CAN TELLME  
A STORY THAT LASTS SO LONG  

I BEG THEM TO STOP.  

����	��
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"And on the third night a third ant took a 
third grain of wheat." 
 

"Then your majesty, on the fourth night a 
fourth ant took a fourth grain of wheat and 
on the fifth night a fifth ant took a fifth 
grain of wheat. 
 
"On the next 
night a sixth ant 
took a sixth grain 
of wheat.  On the 
next night a  
seventh ant took  
a seventh grain  
of wheat and,  
thus, your maj-
esty, ended the 
first week." 
 

"Yes, yes,"  
said  the 
King.  "Continue 
with the story." 
 
"Well, sire, on the 
next night  
another ant took 
another grain of 
wheat and on  
the next night another ant took another 
grain of wheat and on the next night an-
other ant took another grain of wheat and 
on the next night another ant took another 

grain of wheat and on the next night an-
other ant took another grain of wheat." 
 

"Yes, yes," said the king. "But get on with 
the story." 
 

"Oh, your majesty, I'm telling as fast as I 
can but you see there are 
lots of ants and lots of 
grains of wheat. 
 

"Well, on the next night 
another ant took another 
grain of wheat and on the 
next night another ant 
took another grain of 
wheat and on the next 
night another ant took an-
other grain of wheat and 
on the next night another 
ant took another grain of 
wheat and..." 
 

"STOP. I’ve heard enough 
about those ants. " cried 
the King. "Oh, dear, did I 
just just say STOP?" 
 

"Yes, you did, your  
majesty," said the story-
teller. 

 

With that the king kept his promise and 
gave the storyteller the two bags of gold, 
and the storyteller returned to his cottage 
where he lived happy and rich all the rest 
of his days. 
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www.thestorytelling school 
 
 
 
  

Study the Art of Storytelling right from your on home.   
 

The school is founded on these basic principles: 
 
1. All human beings have the ability to tell stories - whether  

privately or publicly.  
2. While storytelling is inherent in our biology, storytellers require feedback from active,  

supportive listeners to grow as tellers.  
3. With proper facilitation, a group of people can know and experience more then an  

individual. By applying this group knowledge to our individual ability, we as a  
community of people can raise the bar for storytelling world-wide.  

4. When the student is committed, a master storyteller can have great impact in speeding  
up this process of learning the art of storytelling. 

 

Thesaurus Says that the following words describe a storyteller... 
1. narrator 
2. storyteller 
3. teller 
4. fibber 
5. fabricator 
6. speaker 
7. talker 
8. utterer 
9. verbalizer 
10. verbaliser 
11. liar 
12. prevaricator 
13. anecdotist 
14. raconteur 
15. fabulist  

 
Google says that the following keywords are related to the word storyteller�
 

storyteller, Storyteller, storytelling, Photos, Showtimes, user ratings, synopsis, credits,  
Message Boards, Trailers, DVDs, Indian, reviews, writing, fiction�
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Sender 

New Zealand Guild of Storytellers 

c/o Kay Mills 

2/15 Glennndrew Drive 

Bucklands Beach, Auckland 
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